Northeast Idaho Beekeeper’s Calendar

January

Start thinking about supplies and equipment needed for the upcoming year
Build woodenware

Read books and magazines about beekeeping

Clean snow and dead bees from hive entrance

February

March

April

Order bee packages and new queens

Order spring pollen substitute patties (or supplies to make pollen substitute patties)
Order Fumidil B to treat bees for nosema

Order supplies for treating varroa mites (MAQS, Formic Pro, oxalic acid, Apivar, etc.)
Clean snow and dead bees from hive entrance

Watch for bees making cleansing flights

Do a quick hive check

Clean snow and dead bees from the hive entrance

Add sugar board, if necessary (warm day)

Treat for varroa mites, if necessary

Make up 1:1 sugar syrup

Make up spring pollen substitute patties (if making your own)

Depending on the weather: put on spring pollen substitute patties and feed 1:1 syrup
(daytime temperatures above 50°F)

Inspect hives

Evaluate hives — do you need to make any splits?

Order new queens for splits

Set up empty hives for new splits

Feed 1:1 sugar syrup (add 5 g Fumidil B to the 1% gallon of syrup in each hive to treat
nosema)

Scrape and clean bottom boards

Put on pollen substitute patties

Treat for varroa mites

Install bee packages

Install new queens (remove old queen 1-2 days prior)
Install bee packages

Treat for varroa mites

Keep feeding 1:1 syrup

Split hives

Collect swarms



June

July

August

Treat for varroa mites
Put supers on hives (late May, remove feeders at the same time)

Remove syrup feeders

Ensure water is available for the hives

Put supers on hives

Treat for varroa mites, if necessary

Check for fresh nectar in the comb

Prevent swarms by making splits (before mid-June)
Collect swarms

Put supers on hives, as needed

Treat for varroa mites, if necessary

Ensure water is available for the hives

Don’t panic when the bees are bearding

Late July: when the nectar flow ends, remove full supers

Order fall pollen substitute patties (or supplies to make pollen substitute patties)
Order Fumidil B to treat for nosema

Ensure water is available for the hives

Make up fall pollen substitute patties (if making your own)

Remove full supers

Extract honey

Treat for varroa mites (after supers removed)

Feed bees with 2:1 sugar syrup (after supers removed, add 5 grams Fumidil B to the first
2 gallons of syrup to prevent nosema)

Put on fall pollen substitute patties

September

Finish up honey extraction

Feed bees with 2:1 syrup (add 5 grams Fumidil B to each of the first 2 gallons of syrup to
prevent nosema)

Treat for varroa mites, if necessary

Put on fall pollen substitute patties

Bottle honey (warm up to ~95°F to make bottling easier)

October

Make sugar boards
Get ready for winter:
o Replace wood shavings in quilt boxes
o Remove syrup feeders
o Remove debris from pollen substitute patties



o Put on sugar boards

o Put on hive wraps/insulation

o Put on mouse guards
Check hive weights — a 10-frame hive should weigh more than 100 lbs
Treat for varroa mites (end of the month)

November

Treat for varroa mites (beginning of the month)
Relax!

Build woodenware

Make creamed honey

December

Read books and magazines on beekeeping
Write down your observations about the hives
Make candles, lotion, or lip balm from beeswax
Build woodenware

Get ready for next year



